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Students head to the U.S. for Summer Research Program 
 
 

Doha, 25 June 2008 – A total of 30 Students from Weill Cornell Medical College in Qatar (WCMC-

Q) are U.S. bound over the summer where they will join leading researchers in the labs of Weill 

Cornell Medical College in New York and Cornell University, Ithaca, New York State.   

 

  At WCMC-New York, students have been paired with internationally renowned doctors and     

  medical researchers.  They will actively participate in evolving research in the fields of gene   

  therapy, genomics, stem cells, cardiovascular disease, neurobiology and brain function. 

 

  At Cornell University in Ithaca, pre-medical students will join the prestigious Howard Hughes   

  program, working in cutting edge biomedical research in the College of Veterinary Science.  

  Some will also focus on the molecular basis of disease within the departments of Molecular  

  Biology and Genetics. 

 

Throughout the course of the program, students will gain exposure to a dynamic research environment 

in which they will experience working with leading researchers, learning about how new knowledge 

in science is formed and learning more about lab methodologies and processes.  They will also take 

part in lab team activities and educational programs.  

 

Over the years, the summer research program has been an opportunity for students to develop interest 

in research, to have papers published and to take part in international peer reviewed conferences.  A 

number of WCMC-Q students have done this in previous years and some of the applicants have also 

had successful Qatar National Research Fund UREP experience.   

 

‘The word is out that our students are hugely capable’ said Dr. Javaid Sheikh, Deputy Dean and Vice 

Dean for Research at WCMC-Q, ‘Those students who have participated in previous years have 
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established a growing and increasingly positive precedence for all those following. They are 

motivated and hard working and this is recognized by the leading scientists they will work with”.  

 

In 2003, WCMC-Q sent its first group of pre-medical students to work with researchers at Cornell’s 

main campus in Ithaca. Since then, the summer research program has become well established, with 

increasing numbers applying for fellowships.  

 

- - Ends - - 

 

About Weill Cornell Medical College in Qatar 
Established by Cornell University in partnership with Qatar Foundation, WCMC-Q is part of Weill 
Cornell Medical College. A member of the Ivy League, Cornell is the first American university to 
offer its M.D. degree overseas. WCMC-Q offers a complete and integrated educational program, 
comprising the two-year Pre-medical Program, followed by the four-year Medical Program, with 
teaching by Cornell faculty. There is a separate admissions process for each Program, guided by the 
standards of admission in use at Cornell University in Ithaca and its Medical College in New York 
City.  Website:  www.qatar-med.cornell.edu  
 
About Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development 
Founded in 1995 by His Highness Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al Thani, Emir of Qatar, and chaired by 
Her Highness Sheikha Mozah Bint Nasser Al Missned, Qatar Foundation is a private, non-profit 
organization committed to the principle that a nation’s greatest natural resource is its people.  The 
headquarters of Qatar Foundation are located within its flagship project, Education City, a fourteen 
million square-meter campus which hosts numerous progressive learning institutions and centers of 
research, including branch campuses of five of the world’s leading universities, plus a cutting-edge 
research and development center. Qatar Foundation also works to enhance the quality of life in Qatar 
by investing in community health and development.  For more information please visit: 
http://www.qf.org.qa/  
 
 

 


