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Students present cutti ng edge research 
 
Doha, November 6, 2006: Research that could lead to advances in biomedical science 
was presented at the third Annual Medical Student Research Forum at Weill Cornell 
Medical College in Qatar (WCMC-Q) on Monday. 
 
The Forum, a highlight of the fall semester, gave students of the Medical College a 
chance to explain the work they carried out with research teams at Cornell University 
and Weill Cornell Medical College in New York over the summer. For the second year, 
two students also presented their work on a Doha-based research project.  
 
There were 17 presentations taking an in depth look at various health topics, from breast 
cancer to blood disorders to ventricular fibrillation*. 
 
Among them was a presentation on a study of gene expression in the airways of the 
lungs. The research, carried out by WCMC-Q, Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC) and 
Weill Medical College in New York, is part of an extensive and ongoing investigation 
into how interaction between the environment and genes may lead to the development of 
complex lung disorders. The research is being led by Dr. Ronald Crystal, professor and 
Chairman of the Department of Genetic Medicine at Weill Cornell in New York. 
 
Students explained their work by way of oral and poster presentations to an audience 
that included faculty from the Medical College in Qatar and New York, students, HMC 
representatives and other invited members of the medical community. 
 
WCMC-Q Senior Associate Dean for Research Dr. Gary Schneider said the event 
followed the awarding of summer research fellowships for 2006, allowing recipients to 
travel to the U.S or stay in Doha and work with Cornell and Weill Cornell researchers 
for up to nine weeks. 
 
ÒThe students were assigned to teams led by some of Cornell UniversityÕs most 
outstanding researchers,Ó he said. 
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ÒThey learned a range of laboratory techniques, and some of them carried out 
independent research. Students also took part in regular lab meetings and presented their 
research to colleagues. In some cases, they received awards for their work.Ó 
 
Dr. Schneider said exposure to the potential opportunities that exist in biomedical 
research was important for todayÕs medical students, who could go on to be tomorrowÕs 
researchers. 
 
ÒWhether they were working in the labs as part of multi-disciplinary teams or pursuing 
an independent project alongside the teams with guidance from faculty mentors, each 
student gained from the experience.Ó 
 
First year medical student Mohammed Al Hijji, a Qatari, said he was interested in a 
career combining both the research and clinical fields. 
 
ÒMy experience in the US gave me an insight into the atmosphere of research, how to 
design a project, and how to work effectively as a team.Ó 
 
He said it demonstrated the importance of investigating, asking questions and thinking 
critically. 
 
 
 
 
* V entricular Fibrillation is the leading cause of death in the US. Around 300,000 
individuals die in the US each year from these sudden, chaotic heartbeats. 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
Establ ished in partnership wi th Qatar Foundation, WCM C-Q is part of the Weill Medical 
College of Cornell University, the first American institution to offer its M.D. degree overseas.  
WCMC-Q offers a complete and integrated educational program, comprising the two-year 
Pre-medical Program, followed by the four-year Medical Program, with teaching by Cornell 
faculty.  There are separate admission processes for each Program, guided by the standards 
of admission in use at Cornell University in Ithaca, and its Medical College in New York City.   
Website:  www.qatar-med.cornell.edu 
 
Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Communi ty Development is a private, 
nonprofit, chartered organization founded in 1995 aiming to develop and utilize human 
potential through a network of centers and campuses. In 1997 the Foundation set out on a 
strategic plan to create an Education City that is composed of a number of research centers, 
branch campuses of world-class educational institutions and a Science Park that acts as an 
incubator for research, responds to the immediate needs of industry and anticipates future 
necessities for development. In October 2003, Education City was officially inaugurated and it 
is now home to branches of some of the worldÕs leading universities and research centers.   
Website: www.qf.org.qa 
 


