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Zahra Babar is Executive Director for Research at CIRS, Georgetown 
University in Qatar. She has several publications on areas related to her 
research interest in migration, including: “The Buying of Freedom: Migrant 
Workers and the Azad Visa in the Gulf,” (2024), “Migrants from Low-Income 
Countries have Higher Heat-Health Risk Profiles Compared to Native 
Workers in Agriculture,” in the Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health 
(2023), “The 2022 World Cup and Migrants’ Rights in Qatar:
Racialised Labour Hierarchies and the Influence of Racial Capitalism,”
with N. Vora, in The Political Quarterly (2022), and “Qatar, the World Cup, 
and the Global Campaign for Migrant Workers’ Rights,” in Football in the 
Middle East: State Society and the Beautiful Game, Ed. Abdullah Al Arian 
(Hurst/Oxford University Press 2022). Her most recent book is a co-edited 
volume (with Kyoko Matsukawa and Akiko Watanabe) titled Transnational 
Generations in the Arab Gulf States and Beyond.


