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Events/Happenings 
 
WCMC -Q graduates receive top student award 
The Supreme Education Council (SEC) of Qatar has named two WCMC-Q graduates as Platinum 
Award winners of its prestigious Annual Education Excellence Awards. 2008 graduates Jehan Al 
Rayahi, MD and Khalid Al Khelaifi, MD applied separately for the award, but both came away with 
top honors.  
 
The awards were created to encourage and recognize outstanding Qatari students, and to advance 
education and scientific research in the country. Other award categories acknowledge outstanding 
schools, teachers and researchers. 
 
To be considered for the outstanding student category, applicants needed to demonstrate high standards 
of leadership, academic performance, communication skills, personal development, and a high level of 
involvement in educational, community, and recreational activities. Out of a total of 49 university 
students who applied, two others received the Platinum Award and another ten won Gold Medals. 
 
Al Rayahi and Al Khelaifi wil l receive their awards at QatarÕs Education Excellence Day celebrations 
to be held on November 11 at the Four Seasons Hotel, Doha. His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani, Heir Apparent and Chairperson of the Supreme Education Council will attend the award 
conferring ceremony. 
 
 
 
Dean Alonso presents at the WCMC Reunion Weekend 
Daniel R. Alonso, MD, Dean of WCMC-Q addressed attendees of the WCMC Reunion Weekend in the 
New York campusÕ Uris Auditorium on Friday, October 24. His presentation, Curious about Weill 

Cornell in Qatar?, provided the audience of distinguished alumni with an overview of this historic 
expansion of the Medical College.  
 
In his presentation, Dr. Alonso detailed how the curriculum and standards of WCMC in New York 
have been replicated in Qatar, and the various affiliations that have made WCMC-Q possible, including 
sponsorship by the Qatar Foundation, the clinical partnership with Hamad Medical Corporation, and 
the growth of the Sidra Medical and Research Center due in 2011. Also discussed was the developing 
research program, and the five-year plan that will carry it into the future. 
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WCMC -Q Foundation Program students create winning environmental program  
An environmental awareness campaign conducted by the 2007 Foundation Program students took top 
prize for a public awareness program at the 2008 Qatar Today Green Awards.  
 
Created by Qatar Today magazine, the Green Awards program acknowledges and promotes 
environmental activism in the country. The students were nominated for the award alongside numerous 
local businesses, institutions, and individuals, each of which had created a positive impact on the 
environment.  
 
The student program, held on April 22 to celebrate Earth Day, was a success in and of itself. The class 
created a variety of displays and demonstrations to educate faculty, visitors and their fellow students 
about threats facing the global environment, and about positive steps they can take.  
 
Displays included an overview of proposals from the scientific community to reverse the effects of 
global warming, and concept products made from post-consumer or natural materials. ÒI designed a 
garbage can made out of used cans,Ó Al Khuzaei said. ÒOther people made paints from natural colors 
instead of artificial ones. Some others showed how paper is recycled, or did origami re-using paper.Ó  
 
The success of their program on campus inspired the students to also take their message to a number of 
area schools. Still, satisfaction from the good they did was the only recompense they expected. 
 
But when Qatar Today announced their awards, senior lecturer in English Dr. Krystyna Golkowska saw 
it as a chance to show her support for the class. ÒWhen I nominated the students, I didnÕt think we 
would win anything, but I wanted to recognize their effort,Ó she said. ÒWe were very pleasantly 
surprised when we found out we were one of the finalists.Ó 
  
Now in their first year of the Pre-medical program, former 2007 Foundation students Al-Maraghi and 
Al Khuzaei represented the class at the October awards ceremony.  
 
The former Foundation students already intended to continue spreading the message of environmental 
responsibility even before the award. ÒWe can make it on a larger scale and involve other [Education 
City] schools.Ó Al-Maraghi said. 
 
 
 
Faculty News 
 
WCMC -Q workshop helps local ESL teachers prepare potential students 
The addition of a speaking skill component to the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) has 
raised issues of interest to English as a Second Language (ESL) instructors.  Dr. Marina Dodigovic, 
Assistant Professor in the Pre-medical Program at WCMC-Q and an ESL teacher, addressed the topic 
at a workshop on new language assessment technologies held October 14 on the WCMC-Q campus. 
Part of WCMC-QÕs program of outreach to schools, the workshop was attended by English teachers 
from Al Bayan Educational Complex for Girls, an area high school. 
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Dr. Dodigovic offered a colorful description of the TOEFL exam as a Òhigh stakes, summative, 
prognostic, proficiency test.Ó  The import of this test naturally influences how the ESL teacher conducts 
classroom instruction and assessment. 
 
After an exploration of the history and the current state of speaking skills assessment, Dr. Dodigovic 
provided criteria teachers could use to judge their own testing procedures.  She wrapped up with an 
invitation for the teachers to try an online oral testing program that has been found to correlate highly 
with the TOEFLÕs spoken language assessment component. 
 
 
 
WCMC -Q faculty member uses innovative procedure on young boyÕs liver tumor 
Dr. Bakr Nour, Vice Chair of the Department of Surgery at WCMC-Q, recently employed an 
innovative technique to offer new hope to a Qatari boy.  
 
The two-and-a-half-year-old child, born with a malignant liver tumor, had endured chemotherapy for 
much of his young life. Liver transplantation is not currently available in Qatar, and traveling abroad 
for a transplant was not an option due the familyÕs personal circumstances.  Dr. Nour has had success 
with radiofrequency ablation for liver tumors, and proposed it as treatment.   
 
The technique uses radiofrequency energy to produce heat and cellular destruction, resulting in the 
ablation of tumor tissue.  While the procedure is widely practiced elsewhere in the world, Dr. Nour is 
the first to utilize the technique in a patient this young, here in Qatar. 
 
Working through an abdominal incision, Dr. Nour was able to access the tumor for treatment.  Dr. Nour 
has used radiofrequency ablation to treat adult patients; this young boy is his youngest patient to date to 
undergo the procedure.  Dr. Nour is pleased with the result of the treatment, and believes the boyÕs 
prognosis is very good.   
 
 
 
Forthcoming events 
 
WCMC -Q at AAMC  
A contingent from WCMC-Q will be attending the Annual Meeting of the Association of American 
Medical Colleges (AAMC), held in San Antonio from October 31-November 5. Among those attending 
will be Acting Associate Dean for Admission and Student Affairs Ravinder Mamtani, MBBS, MD, 
MSc, Director of Admissions Adrienne Gibbons, Registrar Raya Al-Irani, Student Academic Counselor 
Donney Moroney, Associate Director for Assessment Mary Ann Baker, PhD, and Public Affairs 
Specialist Nada Hassen.  
 
 
Qatar Primary Health Care Conference 
Mohamud Verjee, MBChB, Assistant Professor of Family Medicine in Medicine at WCMC-Q, will 
present a workshop on Procedures in Primary Health Care at the Qatar Primary Health Care 
Conference.  The conference takes place from November 1st through 4th at the Ritz Carlton in Doha, 
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and is organised by QatarÕs National Health Authority in partnership with the World Health 
OrganisationÕs Eastern Mediterranean Office.  
 
The goal of the conference is a Doha Charter and Declaration on primary health care to be endorsed by 
all the participating countries from the Eastern Mediterranean Region. More than 700 delegates from 
22 countries are expected to attend the conference, with 45 speakers from the GCC, Eastern 
Mediterranean region, Canada, the US and Europe.  
 
 
5th Annual Student Research Forum 
Medical Program students will present the fruits of their summer research projects at the fifth annual 
Medical Student Research Forum on November 11. 
 
A series of oral presentations will be followed by a poster session where the first and second year 
students will field questions from faculty, fellow students and guests. Prizes are awarded to the top 
presenters. Most of the placements were funded by eight-week summer research fellowships awarded 
by competition. The majority of the students were assigned to leading research teams in the labs of 
Cornell University and Weill Cornell Medical College in the U.S. 
 
 
New students courted at ÒMedicine UnlimitedÓ  
WCMC-Q will kick-off its annual recruitment/admission cycle in an event entitled ÒMedicine 
UnlimitedÓ on Saturday, November 15 from 5 to 9 pm at the Intercontinental Hotel in Doha.  
 
The event provides an open invitation to students and parents to learn about medical science in a 
relaxed atmosphere. It promises to be an enjoyable evening for all, full of hands-on simulations, 
quizzes, workshops and fun demonstrations. Parents can also take advantage of free health screenings. 
 
Admissions representatives will inform potential students and their parents about the application 
processes, and current WCMC-Q students will be on hand to answer questions about life as a medical 
or pre-medical student.  
 
 
WCMC and WCMC -Q Luminaries Participate in the 2008 BioQatar Conference 
Notable representatives from both WCMC and WCMC-Q will take part in BioQatar 2008, a joint 
conference hosted by Qatar Science and Technology Park and Qatar Foundation Research Division. 
 
The conference, with the theme ÒTranslating Clinical Research into Business VenturesÓ, is aimed at 
promoting technology-based biomedical ventures in Qatar, and will take place on November - 17-18 at 
the Al Sharq Village & Spa in Doha. 
 
Dr. Javaid Sheikh, Vice Dean for Research, Weill-Cornell MC Qatar will moderate a panel on 
Biotechnology in Translational and Clinical Research for Treating Cancer. Professor Ronald Crystal, 
Chairman, Genetic Medicine Department, Weill Cornell Medical College and Director of The Arthur 
and Rochelle Belfer Gene Therapy Core Facility will serve on two panels at the conference. The first is 
Business Development and Biosciences Ventures, and the second is entitled “What does it take to 
establish a Medical Biotechnology Company in Qatar? What are the Challenges and Opportunities?” 

 
 


