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WCMC -Q Welcomes New Pranedical Cass

Doha, August 20, 2009 Weill Cornell Medical College in Qatar welcomé&d new
freshmen in its PrMedicaland FoudationProgramopeningexercises this week. The
ceremony and reception for family and friends capped off the first of three days of
orientation activities for the new students.

The diversebody of studentkails from 18 different countries, and includgQataris.

The comprehensive orientation program allows the students to have some fun as they
to know each other, while introducing them to college life pregharingthem for the
challenges that lie ahead.

OWe are very pleased to welcome our eigttdke of students,O said Interim Dean Dr.
Javaid Sheikh. OThey are highly intelligent and engaged individuals who, in being
accepted to WCME), have already distinguished themselves as the best of the best.
The collegecontinues to attract some of the madented medical and praedical
students fronQatar andhe region.O

In addition to thés0 students joining the Prmedical Programl 3 took part in the
welcoming ceremony as they prepared to etfiteryearlong Foundation Program.
Covering the basic sences, mathematics and English, with an emphasis on critical
thinking and problem solving, the Foundation Program gives participants the
opportunity to build on their skills in core areas.

Among them iatar nativeMohamed Hajjiawinner of the First Anual WCMGQ
Healing Hands Essay Competition2008 Although excited and nervous on his first
day,Mohamedsprior experience gave him more confideoene advantage of
WCMC-QOs many outreach programs such as the essay competition.

Ol know what to expgenow and | know my potentialdMohamedsaid. OlOm looking
forward to having a good year.O

This yearOs entering cladsodemonstrateBow familiesoften holda shared interest in
medicine Four new students have brothers alreaaiplledin the WCMCGQ Medical
Program, and two more pairs of siblings are entering thenokcal Program together
this year.

New Premedical studenidayder AFMazragchi says he feels proud of biderbrother
Yahya who is entering theréit year of the Medical Program.
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(He gave me lots of advice,O Hayder said. OMostly to work as haraneand of
course that | wilmake a lot of new friends.O

PierreHalteh stiys he was motivated to attetid WCMC-Q Premedical Progranby
the classes he took in high schbele in Dda. Ol enjopiology and chemistry and
thought thapursuing medicine would allowe to use those skills toenefit other
peopleO

He says working with the teachers at WCM)Gvas a particular attraction: OThe faculty
here is excellent and very experiedceheard that Cornell is the best place to learn
medicine, and | am looking forward to the day | become a doctor.O

Ends
NOTES TO EDITORS

Established in partnership with Qatar Foundation, WCMC-Q is part of the Weill
Medical College of Cornell Univeity, the first American institution to offer its M.D.
degree overseas. WCMQ offers a complete and integrated educational program,
comprising the tweyear Premedical Program, followed by the foyear Medical
Program, with teaching by Cornell facultfhere are separate admission processes for
each Program, guided by the standards of admission in use at Cornell University in
Ithaca, and its Medical College in New York City.

Website: www.gatamed.cornell.edu

About Qatar Foundation

Founded in 1995ybdecree of His Highness Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al Thani, Emir
of Qatar, Qatar Foundation is a Rprofit organization focusing on education, scientific
research and community developmesmder Qatar FoundationOs umbrella are
Education City, which compges elite universities, several academic and training
programmes and Qatar Science and Technology Park, which boasts more than 21 wc
class companies involved in scientific research and development.

Chaired by Her Highness Sheikha Mozah bint Nasséissned, Qatar Foundation

also aims to enhance lives through community development initiatives including Doha
Debates, Reach out To Asia and Al Jazeera Childrens Channel.

Joint venture partnerships in the areas of design, ICT, telecommunications, policy
studies and event management contribute to fulfilling the objectives of Qatar
Foundation.

Website: www.gf.org.qa
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